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THE ROUND TABLE 



SPEECH IMPROVEMENT WEEK AT EASTERN DISTRICT 
HIGH SCHOOL 

Now, I wonder that the idea of Speech Improvement Week did not 
occur to some of us long ago! The increased interest in oral English 
among all teachers, the insistence on the part of teachers of English that 
responsibility for speech must be shared by teachers of other subjects, 
and the recognition accorded the importance of spoken English in edu- 
cational journals, combine to make this an opportune time for a syste- 
matic and united effort toward improved speech. Surely the elocution 
teacher should lead in such an attempt. 

At Eastern District High School in Brooklyn conditions were favor- 
able for such an effort, both because of the helpful attitude of the Princi- 
pal, Dr. William T. Vlymen, and of the English teachers, as well as on 
account of Superintendent Maxwell's well-known interest in oral English. 
It is true also that in Eastern District High School the pupils are largely 
of foreign parentage and hence the keen consciousness of their need is a 
constant spur to effort. Some more fortunate schools may lack this 
particular incentive, but no doubt every American school would be the 
better for such concentration on speech as Speech Improvement Week 
affords. 

While the activities of the week at Eastern were manifold, they cen- 
tered about three points: first, in the school paper issued just before the 
week began we ran a "Better Speech Symposium," consisting of brief 
articles on various phases of our speech problem, such as " How to Choose 
a Recitation," "The Correct Basis for Judging a Debate," "Oral English 
for Training School Candidates," etc. It is obvious that this and all the 
other features of the plan are capable of enlargement and variation in 
accordance with local needs and opportunities. 

Secondly, a poster campaign, making use of hall and classroom bulle- 
tin boards, with which the school is well provided, was organized. To 
provide the seventy posters needed we had the co-operation of the 
Poster Club as well as the willing assistance of a number of the younger 
boys and girls. Brief quotations, emphasizing some important idea in 
connection with speech, were used on these posters. Colored pictures 
from magazine advertisements enlivened some of them, but, as a rule, 
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we were content with simple lettering. This preparatory work will not 
have to be done over from term to term, for we shall discard only a few 
of the less effective posters, supply their places with better work, and 
use the majority of them a number of times. 

Thirdly, programs by students and by outsiders of note included the 
following events: A school assembly addressed by Superintendent 
Maxwell on the subject of English speech; we considered this a most 
auspicious beginning for the week, as it lent dignity and official sanction 
to the endeavor. Our regular semiannual public-speaking program by 
the students was given twice during the week, and a debate between 
the boys' and the girls' debating societies also roused general interest. 
The interclass pronunciation match, conducted by the sentence method, 
devised by the head of our English department, Mr. Charles S. Hartwell, 
deserves more than passing mention. Two special addresses concluded 
the list of our programs— a talk on the importance of speech training 
to the teacher, by Miss Angela M. Keyes, of the Brooklyn Training 
School, and an address on "How to Judge a Play," given by Mr. William 
E. Bohn, of the Ethical Culture School, of New York City. All the out- 
side speakers of the week were not merely recognized experts in the sub. 
jects they presented, but were also excellent speakers, exemplifying the 
best standards in present-day public speaking. This was of fundamental 
importance; it is not easy to overestimate the value of excellent models 
in forming the taste of our pupils. 

We found Speech Improvement Week well worth while as a stimulus 
to increased interest and effort and we commend the idea to others, 
hoping that to them also it will prove of value. 

Rachel L. Dithridge 
Eastern District High School 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 



RUSKIN YET SPEAKING 

If anyone wants pure joy, let him take his Ruskin to an eastern 
suburb of St. Louis and connect up the philosophy and the high-school 
children in that smoky yet idealistic place. I have had this pedagogical 
pleasure more than once in Granite City, and am understating it rather 
than exaggerating it, for alas! Ruskin hasn't ever taken so strong a hold 
of my classes elsewhere. One of the good features of such a study in an 
industrial town is that capital and labor will be represented in about the 
proportions that obtain in the real world. That is why we got some 



